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DIvISIoNAL PRIoRITIES 2010-2011

Board foundation Statements

Vision

To be leaders in providing quality education to rural students in a dynamic learning environment.

Mission
To develop critical thinkers and life long learners who become contributing citizens. This will be
accomplished through consistent delivery of high quality programming and teaching that is
responsive to diverse student needs and interests in an inclusive environment.

Core Values
Livingstone Range School Division models and promotes a safe and caring environment of mutual
respect within the education community. Accountability for excellence in student achievement is
supported by the following behaviours:

• Transparent and effective communication:
• Collaborative decision making
• Commitment to success and achievement:

• Recognition and celebration of accomplishments.

Guiding Principles
1) Decisions must be student centered.
2) Decisions must take into account our geography and ruralness.
3) Schools and communities must work collaboratively to provide the best quality

educational opportunities for students.
4) Decisions are best made closest to the child through site-based decision

making.
5) Decisions reached must be affordable now and sustainable in the future.
6) Equitable access to programming opportunities for students within their

communities.
7) Program delivery must be flexible and responsive to student needs.
8) Accountability must be built into every decision.
9) Decisions must reflect board policies.

Board Priorities for 2010-2011
Livingstone Range trustees have identified the following priorities for the jurisdiction as we move
into a new three year planning cycle:

1) Improve student access to a broader range of high school programs
2) Improve junior high achievement in Science and Math
3) Improve First Nation, Mé tis and Inuit student success and achievement
4) Ensure parental and community involvement in decision making
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LRSD #68 was formed by combining the former school jurisdictions of Crowsnest Pass, Pincher Creek,
Waterton Park, and Willow Creek. The name is taken from the Livingstone mountain range located within
the division with a height of 7788 feet. It is located at latitude 50º  12’ 30” and longitude 114º  27’ 21”. 

The Division serves a population of approximately 25,000 and spans a distance of over 100 kilometers from
Fort Macleod in the East, to Crowsnest Pass in the West, and a distance of over 300 kilometers from Nanton
in the North, to Waterton in the South.

There were 3785 students in 15 schools and 12 Hutterite Colony schools during the 2010-2011 school year,
with an operating budget of approximately $44 million.

DIvISIoN MAP
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CENTRAL SERvICES

CENTRAL offICE in Claresholm is open from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. during the school year. We
are also open from 8:30 am to 3:30 p.m. in July and August. We can be reached by phone at
(403) 625-3356 or 1-800-310-6579, or by fax at (403) 625-2424. The Livingstone Range School

Division Website is http://www.lrsd.ab.ca

offICE of THE SuPERINTENDENT
NAME TITLE EMAIL PHoNE ExT.

Ellie Elliott  . . . . . .Superintendent of Schools  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .elliotte@lrsd.ab.ca  . . . . . . . .235

Stephen Harris  . . .Assistant to the Superintendent  . . . . . . . . . . . . .harriss@lrsd.ab.ca  . . . . . . . .241

Olwyn Buckland  . .Executive Assistant to the Superintendent  . . . .bucklando@lrsd.ab.ca  . . . . .229

Sandy Gould  . . . . .Secretary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .goulds@lrsd.ab.ca  . . . . . . . .247

EDuCATIoNAL SERvICES

Kathy Olmstead  . .Associate Superintendent, Education Services  .olmsteadk@lrsd.ab.ca  . . . . .246

Brenda Bryson  . . .Director, Learning Support Services  . . . . . . . . .brysonb@lrsd.ab.ca  . . . . . . .233

Lorna Adrian . . . . .School Improvement Coordinator  . . . . . . . . . . .adrianl@lrsd.ab.ca  . . . . . . . .243

Carol Clarkson  . . .Secretary, Educational Services . . . . . . . . . . . . .clarksonc@lrsd.ab.ca  . . . . . .228

Jackie Clark  . . . . .Technology Services Assistant . . . . . . . . . . . . . .clarkj@lrsd.ab.ca  . . . . . . . . .236

Louanna Jones  . . .Secretary, Technology Services  . . . . . . . . . . . . .jonesl@lrsd.ab.ca . . . . . . . . .239

BuSINESS SERvICES

Don Olsen  . . . . . . .Associate Superintendent, Business Services olsend@lrsd.ab.ca  . . . . . . . . . .227

Dale Slade . . . . . . .Coordinator of Transportation Services . . . . . . .sladed@lrsd.ab.ca  . . . . . . . .225

Mike Mahaffy  . . . .Coordinator of Facility Services  . . . . . . . . . . . .mahaffym@lrsd.ab.ca  . . . . .222

Greg Gorzitza  . . . .Maintenance Supervisor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .gorzitzag@lrsd.ab.ca  . . . . . .248

Connie Bonetti  . . .Accounting Clerk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .bonettic@lrsd.ab.ca  . . . . . . .223

Ginger Besplug  . . .Payroll Clerk  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .besplugg@lrsd.ab.ca  . . . . . .224

Barbara Murtagh . .Payroll Clerk  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .murtaghb@lrsd.ab.ca  . . . . . .226

Jackie Takacs  . . . .Receptionist/Secretary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .takacsj@lrsd.ab.ca  . . . . . . . .100
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SERvICES foR STuDENTS & fAMILIES

Brenda Bryson (Director, Learning Support Services) at 
1-800-310-6579, or 403-625-3356, or contact your local school principal.

Kathy Olmstead (Associate Superintendent, Educational Services) at 
1-800-310-6579, or 403-625-3356.

Livingstone Range School Division provides programs and services that make it possible for all students to
receive an education appropriate to their abilities and needs. Across the jurisdiction, a variety of options and
opportunities are offered for students with special needs. Programming includes, first and foremost, full
inclusion in a community school classroom, and then if needed, specialized programs and/or schools
designed to meet the special needs of students. 

School-based learning support services include:

• Literacy programming for students having difficulty with reading, writing and numeracy 
development

• Behavior and learning assistance 
• In-classroom support
• Challenge programs for gifted and talented students 
• Speech and language support 
• Psycho-educational assessments
• Program consultation
• Liaising/consultation with outside agency representatives

A qualified Learning Support Teacher is available in each school to monitor and coordinate these
services. To find out more about them, contact your school.

Early Intervention Services

Livingstone Range School Division is committed to providing individualized educational programs within
the most enabling environment for young children with an identified need. Parents are key partners in
developing and evaluating their child's program. Children with severe disabilities may access educational
programming as early as 2 years, 8 months of age and receive support for up to three years. Children with
mild or moderate disabilities may enter early childhood programs as early as 3 years 8 months of age and
receive support for up to 2 years. To inquire about these services contact your local elementary school.

Counselling Services

Livingstone Range School Division provides professional counselling services at all community schools.
This usually involves a Family School Liaison (FSL) Councillor at elementary schools and a Guidance
Councillor for high schools. Services include:

• Personal/Social Counselling
• Preventative Programs
• Consultation
• Academic Counselling (Gr. 7-12)
• Liaising and consultation with outside agency representatives
• Career Counselling (Gr. 7-12)
• Post Secondary Counselling (Gr.7-12)

Please contact your school counsellor listed on the following page for more information.

Contacts: 
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SAfE AND CARING

Student Safety
Livingstone Range School Division schools are safe, nurturing, positive and respectful learning
environments that enable all students to succeed to their full potential. Our schools are places that promote
peaceful problem solving, academic excellence and a sense of belonging for all students. Students are
expected to demonstrate respect for their fellow students and staff, and promote the values they need to
become responsible members of society. Schools monitor attendance. They want to ensure your child
arrives at school safely. In order to assist the school with this monitoring, we appreciate your assistance.
Please notify the school if your child will be absent or late. And, be sure the school has an updated
emergency number in the event that your child is injured or becomes ill at school.

Student Threat Assessment Fair Notice and Process
Introduction
Livingstone Range School Division is committed to creating and maintaining school environments in which
students, staff, parents and others feel safe. Schools will respond to all threats of violence.

What Behaviours Initiate a Student Threat Assessment?
A Student Threat Assessment will be initiated when behaviours include, but are not limited to:

• serious violence or violence with intent to harm or kill
• verbal / written threats to harm or kill others
• internet / social network threats to kill or injure others, (e.g. texting, facebook)
• possession of weapons (including replicas), bomb threats and fire setting
• gang related intimidation and violence
• sexual intimidation or assault

Duty to Report
To keep school communities safe and caring, staff, parents, students, and community members must report
all threat related behaviours to school administration.

What is a Threat?
A threat is an expression of intent to do harm or act out violently against someone or something. Threats
may be verbal, written, drawn, posted on the Internet or made by gesture. Threats must be taken seriously,
staff will investigate and respond to threats.

What is a Threat Assessment Team?
Each school has a Threat Assessment Team which is multi-disciplinary. The team includes an administrator,
counsellor and police. It may also include a mental health professional and child and youth services worker.

What is the Purpose of a Student Threat Assessment?
The purposes of a Student Threat Assessment are:

• to ensure the safety of students, staff, parents and others
• to ensure a full understanding of the context of the threat
• to begin to understand the factors that contribute to the threat maker’s behaviour
• to be proactive in developing an intervention plan that addresses the emotional and physical

safety of the threat maker

• to promote the emotional and physical safety of all
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SAfE AND CARING, Continued

What Happens in a Student Threat Assessment
The Process:

All threat making behaviour(s) by a student(s) shall be reported to the principal who will activate the
protocol for the initial response.

Once the team has been activated, interviews may be held with the students(s), the threat maker, parents and
staff to determine the level of risk and develop an appropriate response to the incident.

Intervention plans will be developed and shared with parents, staff and students as required.

Can I Refuse to be a part of the Student Threat Assessment Process:

It is important for all parties to engage in the process. However, if for some reason there is a reluctance to
participate in the process, by the threat maker or parent / guardian, the threat assessment process will
continue in order to ensure a safe and caring learning environment for all.

The model presented in this document reflects the thinking and work of J. Kevin Cameron, Director of the Canadian

Centre for Threat Assessment and Trauma Response.

SuPPoRTING youR CHILD

Starting Ages 

Students must be six years of age on or before December 31, 2010, to start in Grade 1 in the fall.
Kindergarten students need to be five years of age by this date to begin.

Parental Involvement 

Parent involvement in school activities is an essential part of an effective school. Parent involvement in
schools may take various forms:
• maintaining effective two-way communication with your teacher and school 
• assisting children with their learning activities at home 
• involving the community in school activities
• volunteering in school activities 
• participating in school councils

Parents can share the experience!

You can help your child enjoy school by:
• getting to know your child’s friends
• talking with your child about school activities and routines
• encouraging, supporting, and modeling positive attitudes about education
• talking with your child about school, interests, friends
• knowing school rules, program expectations, discipline policies, and grading practices
• participating in parent-student-teacher conferences
• reading information provided by the school such as newsletters, teachers’ notes and website postings
• attending special events

Livingstone Range School Division Parent Handbook 2010-2011 - 13
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SuPPoRTING youR CHILD, Continued

School Council 
School councils were established in 1995 to increase parent and community involvement. They are
mandatory for all public schools including charter schools. School councils play an important role by
providing advice and assistance to school principals and trustees regarding educational issues. Involvement
on these councils includes:

• focusing on educational matters 
• providing input on various matters such as school budgets, program planning 
• serving as a liaison between parents, the school, and community groups 
• gathering information and sharing experiences 
• supporting the goals and objectives of the school 

School councils must have the following members:
1) parents of students enrolled in the school (parents must form majority of the members)
2) school principal
3) teachers
4) community representative who is not the parent of a child in the school (optional)
5) students (high school level)

Through school councils, Albertans assume an advisory role in education matters from academic
programming to budgeting. Get involved! By getting involved, you will make a positive difference in your
child’s school years.

volunteering 

Because we consider volunteers an important part of our school system, and the safety of children is our
first concern, we ask that volunteers have a criminal record check done prior to arriving for volunteer
work. All of our local RCMP detachments have agreed to complete these checks at no cost to the volunteer,
so please contact your local RCMP detachment for the proper forms you will need to complete. When your

child moves to a new school, we ask that volunteers obtain a new record check. We appreciate your
cooperation in keeping all of our children safe.

Curriculum Handbooks for Parents

The Curriculum Handbooks for Parents are available online on the Alberta Learning Website at:
http://education.alberta.ca/parents/resources/handbook.aspx  This website also provides a concise
grade-at-a-glance summary and quick overviews of what students are expected to learn in each grade. 

Help your Child With french   Canadian Parents for French at www.cpf.ca

Grade 12 Resources

Grade 12 students looking for scholarships can visit the following websites:

www.alis.gov.ab.ca/scholarships/main.asp  or  www.scholarshipscanada.ca

14 - Livingstone Range School Division Parent Handbook 2010-2011
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PRofESSIoNAL DEvELoPMENT

Teachers have the greatest impact on student learning.

By valuing the performance and building the capabilities of our teachers - particularly their expertise,
intellectual development, professional judgement and networks - we imporove educational outcomes for
students.

Ongoing professional development for teachers is essential to:

• ensuring teachers are effective educators and leaders
• maintaining quality schooling and training
• promoting professionalism
• encouraging a sense of scholarship within the teaching community.

Research confirms that teachers need both in-house and external professional development to enhance their
capabilities. Both play important, independent roles in imporving schools for students.

In Livingstone Range School Division, we have a responsibility to allocate our resources effectively - in
programs, buildings, and also in the development of great teachers so that all students can have high-quality
instruction.

Just like practitioners in other professions, teachers need to deepen their knowledge and improve their skills
over the course of their careers. In Livingstone Range School Division, like all school divisions,
professional development takes many forms. It may be a division-wide school PD day, where all school
staff get together to work on a school-based project. It may be Divisional Day, held annually in early
November, when all staff are together at one site. It may be individual or team-based attendance at
conferences where speakers inform us about the latest trends in teaching. Or, it may be coaching or mentor-
ing with colleagues or other professionals.

Staff professional development helps all students reach higher levels of learning. It is the key to any school
improvement or enhancement in teaching style. Because professional development usually involves a break
in the normal school schedule, it is important that parents and community stakeholders understand what the
school is working to improve. Parents are partners in the education of their children and can support
professional development in the following ways:

• Ask about the professional learning opportunities at your child’s school. Ask the school board about its
professional development goals for the school year. This sends an accountability message that quality
professional development matters, and that parents expect teachers to receive quality professional
development. 

• Volunteer to serve on the school improvement committee, which makes countless decisions that impact the
quantity and quality of professional learning opportunities for teachers. 

• Join the school council and include professional development as a topic of discussion. 
• Attend teacher recognition and award ceremonies. Active participation and presence in the school lets

teachers know that parents are supportive of and attentive to teacher quality. 
• Volunteer your expertise and skills in the classroom. Being active and involved in the classroom will

deepen your connection to the school and help advance student understanding of your area of expertise. 

Schools in Livingstone Range School Division have six full days per school year for professional
development activities. In early November each year, staff gather at one site for Divisional Day, a
professional development day for all staff members.

Livingstone Range School Division Parent Handbook 2010-2011 - 15 
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LIvINGSToNE RANGE SCHooLS

Nanton:

A.B. Daley School (K-Gr. 6)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Website: www.lrsd.ab.ca/school/abdaley
2409 - 24 Ave.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phone: (403) 646-3161
Nanton, AB  T0L 1R0  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Principal: Bill Powlyk (powlykw@lrsd.ab.ca)

J.T. foster School (Gr. 7-12)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Website: www.lrsd.ab.ca/school/jtfoster
2502 - 22 Street  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phone: (403) 646-2264
Nanton, AB  T0L 1R0  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Principal: Peter Weeks (weeksp@lrsd.ab.ca)

Stavely:

Stavely Schools (K-Gr. 6) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Website: www.lrsd.ab.ca/school/stavely
4823 - 49 Street  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phone: (403) 549-3757
Stavely, AB  T0L 1Z0  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Principal: John Norgard (norgardj@lrsd.ab.ca)

Claresholm:

West Meadow Elementary School (K-Gr. 6)  . .Website: www.lrsd.ab.ca/school/westmeadow
5613 - 8 Street W  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phone: (403) 625-4464
Claresholm, AB  T0L 0T0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Principal: Kurtis Hewson (hewsonk@lrsd.ab.ca)

Willow Creek Composite High School  . . . . . . .Website: www.lrsd.ab.ca/school/willowcreek
2 Locations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Principal: Darryl Seguin (seguind@lrsd.ab.ca)
(Gr. 7-8)
5318 - 2 Street W.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phone: (403) 625-3371
Claresholm, AB  T0L 0T0
(Gr. 9-12)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
628 - 55 Avenue W.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phone: (403) 625-3387

Granum:

Granum School (K - Gr. 9)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Website: www.lrsd.ab.ca/school/granum
408 - 2 Avenue  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phone: (403) 687-3734
Granum, AB  T0L 1A0  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Principal: Ronalee Orr (orrr@lrsd.ab.ca)

fort Macleod:

W.A. Day Elementary School (K - Gr. 3)  . . . . . .Website: www.lrsd.ab.ca/school/waday
510 - 20 Street  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phone: (403) 553-3362
Fort Macleod, AB  T0L 0Z0  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Principal: Connie Dersch-Gunderson
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(derschgunderson@lrsd.ab.ca)

G. R. Davis School (Gr. 4-6)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Website: www.lrsd.ab.ca/school/grdavis
410 - 20 Street  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phone: (403) 553-3744
Fort Macleod, AB  T0L 0Z0  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Principal: Ian Stewardson (stewardsoni@lrsd.ab.ca)

f. P. Walshe High School (Gr.7-12)  . . . . . . . . . .Website: www.lrsd.ab.ca/school/fpwalshe
5th Avenue & 15 Street  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phone: (403) 553-4411
Fort Macleod, AB T0L 0Z0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Principal: Rob Rodgers (rodgersr@lrsd.ab.ca)
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LIvINGSToNE RANGE SCHooLS, Continued

Pincher Creek:

Canyon School (K-Gr. 6)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Website: www.lrsd.ab.ca/school/canyon
408 Victoria Cres.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phone: (403) 627-3118
Pincher Creek, AB  T0K 1W0  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Principal: Carole Goodreau (goodreauc@lrsd.ab.ca)

Matthew Halton High School (Gr. 7-12)  . . . . . .Website: www.lrsd.ab.ca/school/matthewhalton
645 Davidson Avenue  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phone: (403) 627-4414
Pincher Creek, AB T0K1W0  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Principal: Sandy Treit (treits@lrsd.ab.ca)

Lundbreck:

Livingstone School (K-Gr. 12) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Website: www.lrsd.ab.ca/school/livingstone
215 Robinson Avenue  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phone: (403) 628-3897
Lundbreck, AB  T0K 1H0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Principal: Terri Donald (donaldt@lrsd.ab.ca)

Crowsnest Pass: 

Horace Allen School (K - Gr. 3)  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Website: www.lrsd.ab.ca/school/horaceallen
2006  - 76 Street  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phone: (403) 563-3998
Coleman, AB  T0K 0M0  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Principal: Elaine Garner (garnere@lrsd.ab.ca)

Isabelle Sellon School (Gr. 4-6) . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Website: www.lrsd.ab.ca/school/isabellesellon
12602 - 18 Avenue  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phone: (403) 562-8816
Blairmore, AB  T0K 0E0  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Principal: Paul Pichurski (pichurskip@lrsd.ab.ca)

Crowsnest Consolidated High School (Gr. 7-12)  Website: www.lrsd.ab.ca/school/crowsnest
8901 - 20 Avenue  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phone: (403) 563-5651
Coleman, AB  T0K 0M0  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Principal: Wes Wescott (wescottw@lrsd.ab.ca)

Hutterite Colony Schools:

Parkland:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Daryl Sutter  . . . . . . .403-646-3086
Daly Creek:   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Trish Stefanuk  . . . . . . .403-687-2190
Ewelme:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Byron Neu  . . . . . . .403-553-2235
Thompson:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Theresa Cormier  . . . . . . .403-553-3094
Little Bow:  . . . . . . . . . .Tanya Law / Beulah Tratnik  . . . . . . .403-897-2195
Clear Lake:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Analea Mauro  . . . . . . .403-625-4644
Spring Point:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Pat Lloyd  . . . . . . .403-553-3404
Pincher Creek:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rod Taylor  . . . . . . .403-627-2709
Waterton:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Paul Lawrence  . . . . . . .403-626-2342
Willow Creek:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jim Moore  . . . . . . .403-625-3370
Livingstone:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Renea McNab  . . . . . . .403-628-2960
Greenwood:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dale Boychuk  . . . . . . .403-553-8847
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Welcome to the 2010-11 school year in Livingstone Range School Division!

Welcome to the Livingstone Range School Division! It is our pleasure to greet you as we begin

or continue our relationship of working together. With this Parent Handbook, our goal is to

provide you with information and resources to help ensure that your years as an LRSD parent are

satisfying for both you and your student.

We encourage parents to see themselves as true partners with our staff in the education of 

students and hope the information included on these pages will be helpful to you and your family.

We invite you to consider the various ways that you can stay involved in your school community,

and as new ideas or questions come to mind, please let us hear them!

2010-11 STUDENT CONTACT INFORMATION

School:   ________________ _____________________________________________________

Grade:   ________________  _____________________________________________________

Teacher:   ______________ ______________________________________________________

Teacher’s E-mail Address:   ______________________________________________________

Room Number:   _______________________________________________________________

Principal’s Name:   _____________________________________________________________

School Phone Number:   _________________________________________________________

School Website Address:   ________________________________________________________
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